Elected Officials of Color Lead the Way on Dissatisfaction with Iraq War
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The recently completed GMCL survey of the nation’s elected officials of color holding state and local offices found that elected officials
of color echo and even surpass the public’s growing dissatisfaction with the Iraq war. Seven in ten strongly disagreed or disagreed with the
statement “The US made the right decision in using military force against Iraq”; and almost one in three strongly disagreed. When asked the
extent to which they agreed with the statement “The US should bring its troops home from Iraq as soon as possible,” more than eight in ten
strongly agreed or agreed. Public opinion polls conducted during the same period showed that about 55% of those 18 and older in the United
2
States thought the war was a “mistake.”
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Race and Gender Make a Difference
Race and gender make a difference in explaining the difference between the public and elected official opinions on the war. About a third
of Black, Latino/a and American Indian (and almost as many Asian) elected officials strongly disagreed with the statement “The US made the
right decision in using military force against Iraq.” Black/African American elected officials voiced the strongest disapproval: more than nine
out of ten said they strongly disagreed or disagreed. About eight out of ten Asian American and seven out of ten Latino/a and American
Indian elected officials also disagreed or strongly disagreed.
Even more officials agreed that the US should bring the troops home as soon as possible: 93% of Black/African American, 86% of
American Indian, 81% of Latino/a and 76% of Asian American elected officials agreed or strongly agreed that the US should bring the troops
home as soon as possible.
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Race and gender do matter, as has been shown in a number of
public opinion polls. AP-Ipsos polls conducted over the same period, for
example, have shown that whites have been between 9 to 25
percentage points more likely than nonwhites to say it was the right
decision and the spread has been 5 to 16 points when comparing men
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versus women.
What happens, however, when the analysis looks at the
interaction of race and gender together? The chart to the left shows
that a higher percentage of Black, Latina and Asian female elected
officials all “strongly disagreed” with the decision to use force in Iraq
than their male counterparts although, it is only in the case of Asian
women that the difference is more than ten percentage points.
Combining “strongly disagree” and “disagree,” we find that that the
interaction effect is even larger: 96% of Asian women compared to
71% of Asian men disagreed/strongly disagreed with the decision;
furthermore, whereas the racial difference between Latinos and blacks
is large, the gender gap between

Latina women (74% strongly disagreed/ disagreed) and Latino men (66%) is also
large and that between American Indian female and male elected officials is even
larger: 77% for the former and 64% for the latter. In contrast, Black elected
officials are more similar (93% for women and 90% for men).
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Veteran Status
Almost 20% of the elected officials surveyed (and 31% of the men) indicated that
they were veterans. There was no significant difference between veterans and nonveterans in their positions on the Iraq War.
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The 1,354 respondents in the survey included 722 Black, 509 Latino, 96 Asian, and 27 American
Indian elected officials. Under the category “Asian” we include Pacific Islanders as well as those
from East, Southeast and South Asia. The category “American Indian” includes Alaskan Natives.
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See USA Today/Gallup Poll data from June – Dec. 2006;
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Does not include those who answered “Don’t Know/Not Sure/Does Not Apply,” or who refused to
answer;
4
Alan Fram and Trevor Tompson, “Poll: Race, gender nor party line separates pessimists,” May 21,
2007. Downloaded from www2.ljworld.com/news/2007/may/21/poll_race_gender
_nor_party_line_separates_pessimis/ on 29 June 2007;
5
This poll was conducted later (June 2007) than the GMCL Survey (June 2006–Feb. 2007): “Public
Sees Stalemate in Iraq, Support Path For Undocumented Workers. Downloaded from
http://www.latimes.com/
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media/acrobat/2007-06/30470878.pdf on 29 June 2007; Fifteen officials said “None”; ten
“Other”; four “Nonpartisan”; four “Vote based on a person”; and three “Independent/ Democrat.”
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